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add to this depletion they have also been collecting gold from
the people of towns, and villages m the shape of fines and punish-
ments.
We are writing this to you in order to elicit your sympathy
for these Asiatic brethren, and to request you, as the President
of the Congress, to send a cable to the League of Nations which
has granted this mandate to France, and to instruct other Con-
gress organizations to do the same. We are conscious that the
present situation in India is not very favourable to such an action,
but it is our considered opinion, as Indians, as Muslims, and as
Asiatics, that we should sympathize with all the oppressed Asiatic
people, and cultivate friendly relations with them which would
be beneficial to us and to them."
I could not see my way to accept their advice to send
a cable to the League of Nations in the name of the
Congress, and therefore sent the following answer:
"I have the letter signed by you and Hakim Sahcb. What
is the use of the Congress President sending a cable to the League
of Nations? I feel like a caged lion, only with this difference that
the lion foams and frets and gnashes his teeth and lashes the iron
bars furiously in the vain attempt to be free, whereas I recognize
my limitations and refuse to foam and fret. If we had any power
behind us, I would immediately send the cable suggested by you*
Things I omit to mention ^n the pages of Toung India are buried
deep down in my bosom, and they are far weightier than those
I advertise. But I do not fail to advertise them daily before the
Unseen Power. When I think of the horizon about us, my heart
becomes sick and weary* And when I listen to the still small voice
within, I derive hope and smile in spite of the conflagration raging
round me. Do save me from having to advertise our impotence.9*"
But the next best thing I could do was to publish the
valuable letter and my reply. I do not believe in making
appeals when there is no force behind them, whether moral
or material. Moral force comes from the determination of
the appellants .to do something, to sacrifice something for
the sake of making their appeal effective. Even children
instinctively know this elementary principle. They starve*
they cry, or, if they are naughty, they do not hesitate
to strike their mothers who will not grant their peremptory

